
Mahatma Gandhi
is coming to a town near you!

What You Don't Know About Gandhi
Gandhi lived in pre-apartheid South Africa for about 20 years. In 1895, he began actively promoting racial segregation in 
Durban, South Africa. The Durban post office had two doors: one for whites and the other shared by Indians and black Africans. 
Being Indian, Gandhi was required to share a door with black South Africans, which deeply offended him.

In his Collected Works (CWMG), Vol. I, pp. 367-368, Gandhi wrote: “In the Durban Post and telegraph offices there were separate 
entrances for natives and Asiatics and Europeans. We felt the indignity too much and many respectable Indians were insulted and 
called all sorts of names by the clerks at the counter. We petitioned the authorities to do away with the invidious distinction 
and they have now provided three separate entrances for natives, Asiatics, and Europeans.”

Gandhi even volunteered for the British Army and served as a Sgt. Major in the 1906 Zulu War!

Gandhi's writings during his 20 years in South Africa clearly display his undeniable racism towards 
black Africans. Here are some select quote:

Sept. 26, 1896: “Ours is one continual struggle against a degradation sought to be inflicted upon 
us by the Europeans, who desire to degrade us to the level of the raw Kaffir* whose occupation is 
hunting, and whose sole ambition is to collect a certain number of cattle to buy a wife with and, then, 
pass his life in indolence and nakedness.” ~ CWMG, Vol. I, p. 410

Sept. 24, 1903: “We believe as much in the purity of race as we think they do... We believe also that 
the white race of South Africa should be the predominating race.” ~ CWMG, Vol. III, p. 256

Feb. 15, 1904: “Under my suggestion, the Town Council must withdraw the Kaffirs from the Location. About this mixing of the 
Kaffirs with the Indians, I must confess I feel most strongly. I think it is very unfair to the Indian population.” ~ CWMG, Vol. 
III, p. 429

Sept. 5, 1905: "The decision to open the school for all Coloured children is unjust to the Indian community, and is a 
departure from the assurance given... that the school will be reserved for Indian children only." ~ CWMG, Vol. IV, p. 402

Feb. 29, 1908: “The British rulers take us to be so lowly and ignorant that they assume that, like the Kaffirs who can be pleased 
with toys and pins, we can also be fobbed off with trinkets.” ~ CWMG, Vol. VIII, p. 167

Dec. 2, 1910: “Some Indians do have contacts with Kaffir women. I think such contacts are fraught with grave danger. Indians 
would do well to avoid them altogether.” ~ CWMG, Vol. X, p. 414

*“Kaffir” is a pejorative South African term for blacks which is equivalent to the “n” word. Use of this term has been an 
actionable offense in South Africa since 1975. Gandhi was well aware of the offensiveness of this word but always used it to 
describe the black Africans.

Refuse to honor a man who preached such passionate prejudice!

Visit www.Gandhism.net for more information

Sgt. Major Gandhi


